
 

CITES Procedures for Commercial Trade and Export of Listed Species  

(Agarwood and Himalayan Yew) 

Introduction to CITES 

1. CITES stands for the "Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) ". The headquarters is in Geneva, 

Switzerland, and the convention was established on March 3, 1973. Myanmar 

became a member country on September 11, 1997. 

CITES Convention Regulations 

2. The convention has issued rules and decisions for member countries to 

follow to control international trade and commercial breeding of wild animals 

and plants. The convention has designated three levels of protection for wild 

animals, plants, and their parts, categorized into the following CITES 

Appendices: 

(a) CITES Appendix I 

(b) CITES Appendix II 

(c) CITES Appendix III 

3. Member countries have agreed to abide by the following rules for 

international trade, exchange, import, and export of species listed in these 

appendices: 

(a) CITES Appendix I 

(1) This list includes all extremely rare species and in danger of 

extinction. 
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(2) Commercial trade of specimens taken from the wild is strictly 

prohibited. 

(3) However, trade in wild animals and plants that have been bred or 

propagated scientifically may be permitted under specific regulations. 

(4) Both a CITES Export Permit from the exporting country and a CITES 

Import Permit from the importing country are required. 

(b) CITES Appendix II 

(1) This list includes all species that are not currently threatened with 

extinction but may become so without trade controls. 

(2) Trade may be permitted according to specific regulations, if it does 

not negatively impact the population and survival of the species in 

the wild. 

(3) A CITES Export Permit from the exporting country is required. 

(c) CITES Appendix III 

(1) This list includes all species that are protected in at least one 

country's domestic law and are abundant in the wild. 

(2) Trade may be permitted according to specific regulations, if it does 

not negatively impact the population and survival of the species in 

the wild. 

(3) A CITES Export Permit from the exporting country is required. 

  



3 

 

CITES Focal Points in Myanmar 

4. As a member of the CITES Convention, Myanmar has designated the 

following focal points to ensure smooth communication and coordination 

regarding trade and regulation with the Convention Secretariat and other 

member countries. 

(a) CITES Management Authority and its responsibilities  

Dr. Thaung Naing Oo 

Director General 

   Forest Department 

   Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation 

Responsibilities  

(1) Oversight and Registration: To review, supervise, and register 

matters related to trade, breeding, and propagation. 

(2) Permit Issuance: To issue permits for export, re-export, import, 

and exhibition (CITES Export/ Re-Export/ Import Permit/ 

Exhibition Permit). 

(3) Appendix Amendments: To propose amendments to the 

classifications of plants and wild animals listed in the CITES 

Appendices.  

(b) Scientific Authorities and their Responsibilities 

Fauna (Terrestrial Species) 

Dr. Thant Shin 

Director 

Nature and Wildlife Conservation Division 

Forest Department 

Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry 
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Fauna (Aquatic and Fish Species) 

Dr. Htun Thein 

Director 

Department of Fisheries 

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation 

Responsibilities 

(1) Species Assessment: To cross-reference and verify the rarity 

and conservation status of species. 

(2) Listing and Implementation: To facilitate the designation of 

rare wild animals and plants as species to be included in the 

appendices and to ensure compliance with the regulations 

periodically issued by the convention. 
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Procedures for Commercial Cultivation, Production, and 

Export/Import of Agarwood Species 

Information on Agarwood 

1. Agarwood belongs to the Thymelaeceae family and the Aquilaria genus. In 

Myanmar, it is commonly known as "Thit Mway" or, in some regions, as "A 

Kyaw." The English names are Agarwood or Eaglewood. The scientific names for 

the agarwood found in Myanmar are Aquilaria agallocha and Aquilaria 

malaccensis. It is found in the natural forests of countries such as Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Kuwait, Malaysia, Iran, the Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Papua New Guinea, and the UAE. 

In Myanmar, it grows in the Kachin and Shan states, as well as in the Sagaing, 

Mandalay, and Tanintharyi regions. 

2. According to CITES records, there are 29 species of Agarwood worldwide. 

The species names and their countries of origin, as listed by CITES, are as 

follows: 

(a) Aquilaria acuminate 

(b) Aquilaria agallocha  (Myanmar) 

(c) Aquilaria apiculata (Philippines) 

(d) Aquilaria audate  

(e) Aquilaria baillonii  (Thailand, Cambodia) 

(f) Aquilaria banaense  (Vietnam) 

(g) Aquilaria beccariana  (Indonesia) 

(h) Aquilaria brachyantha  (Malaysia) 

(i) Aquilaria citrinaecarpa 

(j) Aquilaria crassna  (Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam) 
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(k) Aquilaria cumingiana (Indonesia, Malaysia) 

(l) Aquilaria filarial  (China) 

(m) Aquilaria grandiflora  (China) 

(n) Aquilaria hirta (Indonesia, Malaysia) 

(o) Aquilaria khasiana  (India) 

(p) Aquilaria malaccensis  (Malaysia, Myanmar, India) 

(q) Aquilaria microcarpa  (Indonesia, Malaysia) 

(r) Aquilaria moluccana  

(s) Aquilaria moszkowskii 

(t) Aquilaria parvifolia 

(u) Aquilaria podocarpus 

(v) Aquilaria rostrata  (Malaysia) 

(w) Aquilaria secundana 

(x) Aquilaria sinensis  (China) 

(y) Aquilaria subintegra  (Thailand) 

(z) Aquilaria tomentosa 

(aa) Aquilaria urdanetensis 

(bb) Aquilaria versteegii  

(cc) Aquilaria yunnanensis 

CITES Appendix Listing and Agarwood 

3. According to the list of CITES Appendix species (CITES Appendices I, II, and 

III) published in February 2015, agarwood (Aquilaria spp) is a CITES Appendix II-

listed species. Based on this classification, all parts and products of agarwood 

(Aquilaria spp) are included in CITES Appendix II, except for: seeds and pollen; 

fruits and leaves; seedlings produced by tissue culture using agar or liquid 

media; sterile containers used for transport; and powdered or finished products 
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(excluding handicrafts and prayer beads) from which fragrance/oil has already 

been extracted. (Appendix-1) 

4. According to Chapter 4, Paragraph 4 of the CITES Convention, an export of a 

CITES Appendix II listed species requires a CITES Export Permit issued by the 

CITES Management Authority of the exporting country. Therefore, if you wish to 

export CITES Appendix II listed agarwood species, you must apply to the 

Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry to obtain a CITES Export 

Permit. 

Most Frequently Traded Agarwood Parts and Products in International Trade 

5. Based on a proposal by Kuwait, Indonesia, China, and Thailand at CoP 16 

Inf.3 of the CITES Convention, the types of agarwood parts and products most 

frequently traded internationally are listed in Appendix-2. 

Required Information for CITES Export Permit Application 

6. Anyone wishing to import or export CITES Appendix II and III listed species 

must apply to the Forest Department, Ministry of Environmental Conservation 

and Forestry, with the following complete information:  

(a) Full name and address of the individual/organization 

importing/exporting,  

(b) Full name and address of the receiving individual/organization,  

(c) The country of import/export,  

(d) Name of the species to be imported/exported (English name, 

scientific name),  

(e) A detailed description of the species to be imported/exported, 

(f) The quantity to be imported/exported,  
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(g) The purpose of import/export,  

(h) The location where the specimen was collected,  

(i) If the species to be imported/exported are from one's own 

cultivation/breeding, a certificate of verification from the relevant 

township's Forest Department. 

Requirements for Commercial Cultivation and Export of Agarwood 

7. According to Chapter 4, Paragraph 2 of the CITES Convention, "The export of 

CITES Appendix II listed species must be certified by the CITES Scientific 

Authority as not detrimental to the survival of the species in the wild." 

8. Therefore, the commercial export of CITES Appendix II listed species 

harvested from natural forests is not permitted. As a result, anyone wishing to 

export agarwood must first apply to the Forest Department for a commercial 

cultivation permit. 

9. An individual wishing to cultivate agarwood commercially must apply to the 

Forest Department for a cultivation permit with the following information:  

(a) Full name and address of the applicant individual/organization,  

(b) Location of cultivation (land ownership documents),  

(c) Name of the agarwood species to be cultivated 

(Myanmar/English/scientific),  

(d) Number of trees to be cultivated,  

(e) Cultivation method,  

(f) Location where seeds or seedlings were obtained,  

(g) Methods to be implemented to prevent harm to the natural 

environment,  
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(h) The number of trees to be cultivated/already cultivated and a 

detailed list of each tree inoculated with a resin-inducing agent, 

 (i) The date of inoculation and the name and full address of the 

company/organization that performed the inoculation,  

(j) Documentation of the cutting permit from the Forest Department at 

the time of harvesting,  

(k) The desired annual export volume (oil, solid, raw materials), etc., in 

kilograms, as an individual, company, or organization. 

Uses of Agarwood Species 

10. Agarwood is used as oil, solid resin, and a heartwood extract. It is used in 

external ointments for wounds and to treat septic wounds. It has multiple uses 

in compounding oral and topical medicines for body aches, fever, paralysis, as a 

heart tonic, a stomach tonic, and asthma. Furthermore, it cures dizziness, 

abdominal pain, chronic fever, arthritis, and skin diseases. It is also used in 

fumigation to kill germs in wounds, allowing them to heal properly. Agarwood is 

primarily used in perfumes and fragrances in East Asian countries such as 

Taiwan, Japan, and Korea, and in the Middle Eastern Arab states. 

CITES Regulations on Export Quota System 

11. The export quota system is merely a system to assist in the administration 

of each country and is intended to ensure that the quota is obtained without 

detriment to the natural state of the species. The setting of export quotas is to 

be carried out by the relevant CITES authority of a country to ensure the non-

detriment of the natural state of CITES Appendix I and II listed species. 

12. The species-specific export quota refers to the quantity that a country can 

export within a 12-month period. It does not mean that the full amount 
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requested in the annual export quota from the CITES Secretariat must be 

exported. In some cases, if there is a remaining quantity collected from the wild 

that has not been exported, it can be kept within the country as a souvenir. As 

of today, the export quota period is set as the calendar year (from January 1 to 

December 31). 

13. According to CITES Resolution Conf. 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), a country's CITES 

authority must notify the CITES Secretariat of its determined export quota 30 

days in advance so that other countries and the CITES Secretariat are aware of 

it. 

14. Therefore, to obtain an export quota, anyone wishing to export agarwood 

species abroad must apply to the Forest Department with the desired quantity 

in kilograms at least six months prior to the export. 

15. The country-specific export quota is generally based on collection from 

natural forests. Thus, for agarwood and its related products obtained from 

cultivation, it is not necessary to apply for an export quota. 
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Procedures for Commercial Cultivation and International Trade of 

Himalayan Yew 

CITES Appendix Listings and Taxus wallichiana (Himalayan Yew) 

1. According to the CITES Appendices I, II, and III, released in February 2015, 

the Himalayan Yew species are included in the family Taxaceae, and the species 

found in Myanmar (Taxus wallichiana) is listed in CITES Appendix II. 

2. All parts of the Himalayan Yew species are included in CITES Appendix II, 

except for seeds and pollen, finished products, and items pre-packaged for 

retail sale. (Appendix-4) 

Requirements for Exporting Himalayan Yew 

3. The following requirements must be met to export Himalayan Yew: 

(a) Not only the entire plant but also its parts, cuttings, and stumps are 

listed in Appendix II. 

(b) The exporter must apply to the Forest Department, specifying the 

extraction location. 

(c) The Forest Department or a designated CITES official must verify 

and provide a recommendation on whether the yew was extracted 

from the wild or a plantation. 

(d) If extracted from the wild, the application must include a 

description of the status of the Himalayan Yew in Myanmar, 

including its natural habitat, estimated number of plants, and 

distribution. 

(e) The CITES Scientific Authority and Management Authority must 

submit a recommendation to the CITES Secretariat, along with the 
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data on the species' distribution, confirming that the extraction 

from the wild will not lead to its extinction. 

(f)  If exporting "stumps," a reasonable justification for the original 

plant parts' use (e.g., for medicinal raw materials or other uses) 

must be provided. 

(g)  Since the yew is extracted from the wild, the exporting country 

must submit a request for an export quota to the CITES Secretariat 

three months in advance. 

(h) The CITES Secretariat will then issue a notification to member 

countries and set an export quota for the requested year. 

(i)  If the Himalayan Yew is sourced from a commercial plantation, an 

export quota is not required under CITES regulations, and a CITES 

Export Permit can be issued directly. 
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Appendix-1 
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   Appendix-2 
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Appendix-3 
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