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Sector Poverty Alleviation and Rural Development in Myanmar.

U Sein Thet, B. Sc (For), M Sc (ANU), MIFA.
Director (Retired), Ex- Chairman, FREDA.

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar is
situated between latitudes 9 55" and 28 15" north
and between longitudes 92 10" and 101 10" east,
with a total land area of 676,577 Km?. Myanmar
constitutes 14 States and Regions. According to
2010 estimation, there are about 59.13 million
people in which a total of 135 ethnic groups are living
in the country. Most of the population are Buddhist
and there is also a rich mix of religions such as
Christian, Hindu, Muslim and Animist.

Myanmar has tropical monsoon weather with
three distinct seasons; hot, rainy and cool seasons.
Rainfall is influenced by monsoons and also by the
locality. Annual rainfall of the coastal regions has
about 5000 mm while the central dry zone areas
have less then 750 mm. Myanmar has a temperature
form 10 Cto 32 C with an average mean value 21
C in the northern low lands, sometimes dropping to
—1 Cor0 Cinthe high lands and 32 C in the
coastal area. During the hot seasons, temperature
sometimes reach 40 C and over in central dry zone

areas.

Myanmar land surface slopes gradually with
undulating mountain ranges, hills and valleys from
north to south. Khakabo-razi, the highest mountain
in South East Asia, with its peak of 5881 m is found
inNorthern Part of Myanmar. Running parallel from
north to south, are 4 mountain ranges; the Chin hills
, the Rakhine Yoma, the Bago Yoma and the Shan
Plateau. There are 5 main rivers called Chindwin,
Ayeyarwady, Thanlwin, Sittaung, and Mekong

rivers. Wetlands, water springs, tube wells, deep

tube wells, ponds and irrigated water systems
contributed to water supply in many areas.

For Forestry — Myanmar has been managing
its natural forests under the Myanmar Selection
System since 1856. It is a Sustainable Forest
Management System. Moreover, Community.
Forestry and Agroforestry are also being
encouraged. These activities will increase the sink
and will compensate the emissions from other sectors
as well as from other forestry activities. Moreover,
afforestation programs have been intensified and
forest and wildlife protection laws and regulations
are being increasingly enforced. The 2000 GHG
inventory has very well testified that Myanmar is still
a big net carbon sink country.

The wealth of the country is its people, its
cultural heritage, its environment and its natural
resources. The objectives of Myanmar’s
Environment policy aim at achieving harmony and
balance between these characteristics through
integration of environmental considerations into the
development process to enhance the quality of life
of its citizens. Myanmar is rich in vast varieties of
natural resources, both renewable and non-
renewable. Among them, forest resource is one of
the most critical suppliers not only for the livelihood
of the people but for the national economy as well.
The florarecorded so far in Myanmar includes 273
plant families, 2,371 genera, 11,800 species of which
2,300 species are trees, 97 bamboo species, 26

species of rattan (cane), and 841 species of orchids.

Myanmar, with an estimated population of
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51.5 millions is ranked 149 out of 168 countries on

the Humpipjjevelppspt Sk IEFeRovis-gigth

rates and average per capita income are both low
and poverty rates high, with 26 % of the population
being estimated as living in poverty. Poverty is higher
in rural than urban areas; remote border areas, many
of which are emerging from conflict are especially

poor.

It is broadly recognized that any efforts to
reduce poverty in Myanmar must address the
challenges and capture potential of agriculture
development. The Myanmar economy is primarily
agriculture based with agriculture contributing almost
40.3 per cent of the annual GDP in 2008-9. It is
estimated that about 60 % of the total population is
directly or indirectly involved in agricultural activities.
Myanmar is blessed with rich natural resources and
a self-reliant and resourceful farming community.
However natural resource management and
agricultural development face challenges related to
the general enabling environment as well specific
issues such as governance and the availability of
technology and finance. The country is also highly
vulnerable to climate change and extreme weather
events as exemplified by the devastating Cyclone
Nargis of 2008. This heightens risks and
vulnerabilities for the rural poor, a challenge for which

local communities are poorly prepared.

Forest resources have been and are being
degraded and depleted world-wide as a result of
increasing human needs, agricultural expansion and
environmentally harmful mismanagement. In the Indo-
Malyan biogeographical realm, Myanmar is one of
a few countries where nearly half of the total land
area is covered with forest stands.

Forest cover decrease in an obvious fact that
cannot be ignored in Myanmar. At the beginning of
the last few decades the degradation started
gradually, but accelerated during the last three

decades. The acceleration is due to many drivers of

< 4
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deforestation such as population growth, partial
industrialization and state of local economy, land use
policy which is never accordingly applied leading to
consequences like agricultural expansion into forest
land areas, road constructions and urbanization,
which is compounded by opening up of forestry
sector to the private sector related to economic
reforms. Degradation and depletion of forest cover
cause increase emission of GHGs leading to global

warming and then to climate change.

People have obtained food products from
forests for thousands of years. Fruits, nuts, leaves,
flowers, stems, roots and mushrooms are examples
of the many kinds of foods that are gathered from
trees, shrubs, and forest ecosystems. Forests are
also home for birds, snakes, lizards, insects, and other
wildlife commonly consumed by rural people for
protein. Trees likewise contribute to nutrition and
health by providing wood fuels for cooking and
traditional herbal medicine for local use. In some
areas, forests and agroforests provide a large
proportion of rural households’ food needs. These
contributions come in two major form: (a) the
environmental protection role of trees and forests
that enhance water and soil conservation to maintain
high levels of productivity; (b) the direct food
commodity contributions which can supplement
normal farm yields or serve as substitute products in
the event of crop failures due to floods, droughts or
insect infestation. Also of major importance are the
socioeconomic contributions of forestry to food
security.

Collecting forest products from the natural
forests serves as an important income source for
many traditional societies. Gathering or harvesting
non-wood forest products is especially important.
An important way of increasing the cash-generating
potential of forest resources is through the
development of processing. The processing of rattan

and bamboo into furniture, for example, employs a
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lot of Beo%le in Myanmar. Other examples of

pressor Heef ersmP
important crops AR ing from the forest include

bamboo shoots, honey, spices, gums, and resings.

The rural poor and causes of poverty indicate
that though the poor are differentiated with respect
to socio economic conditions, agro-ecological
situations and religio-cultural pattern, exist certain
similarities. What these similarities translate to is lack
of access to sources of livelihood and capacity of
the poor to change their own lot.

Poverty alleviation and sustainable human
development could effectively be achieved only
through social mobilization. The function of project
intervention in the context of participatory poverty
alleviation is to stimulate a process of grassroots
development in which local communities achieve
organizational strength and self-reliance that leads
to sustainable human development.

Protection of the natural environment is
essential for the future security of the agriculture,
forestry, water supply, fisheries and wildlife sectors
in Myanmar. Acomprehensive review of the
environment sector is required to determine the
stresses on natural resources and the environment

with special attention to the

relationship between soil erosion and forest and
vegetative cover, in order to find ways and means of
arresting further degradation.

For poverty alleviation rural development and
environmental conservation, relating to Forestry, the

required activities to be implemented are -

— Formulate, disseminate and implement
community forestry with agroforestry system
in partnership with local rural people.

—> Develop and adopt both short-term and
long-term forest management plans of both

Township and District within the Regions and
States.

Continue the practice of the Myanmar
Selection System with the aid of Coppice
and Coppice with standard system,

especially for local supply forest

Collect adequate and updated information

on forests on regular basis

Provide traditional right of access to forest
resources to the local rural communities and
forest dwellers

Create income generation opportunities for
local rural communities and forest dwellers

Provide adequate financial resources and
incentives to ensure sustainable forest
Management

Develops and implement guidelines for fire
management

Identify and maintain Exclusion Areas in

reserved forest for local rural communities

Identify annual targets for wood and
important NWFPs for each township and
district

Introduce and implement mechanisms to
minimize the impacts of human intervention

on biological diversity

Develop and implement environmental
guidelines for soil and water conservation
Identify and demarcate buffer strips to

protect major water courses

Identify forest areas under research
education and recreational activities

Determine net area of the forest designated

as local supply forest
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zac%s&Ssaaén Silver oak,Silky oak,Silk oak, Southern silky oak,
Australian silver oak,Flowers of India. o}[qé[oyo0p5s
(ﬂngseszaaé 1 Grevillea robusta A. Cunn. ex. R. Br.

eﬂ:q&: 1 Proteaceae. \ { )

C 4 10 o AL 4
“‘ﬁl:?ﬂ Grevillea. J° wf"" S\
sﬁ:&ﬁ 1 robusta.

gE:aﬂ:q&é Soé Gmméeﬂ[:qp:ch =
ol og]cna&oé Helicia excelsa.

Ji eonchedoé Robust helicia,Helicia robusta.
on s0écR:8:08 Helicia terminalis. o20p503[g8[oq00p5u
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