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HKAKABO-RAZINATIONAL PARK

U Sein Thet, B.Sc(For), M.SC(ANU), MIFA
Director (Retired), Ex-Chairman, FREDA

Hkakabo-Razi National Park is a land-
locked area situated on the southern slope of East-
emn Himalayas within HD terrestrial biounit. It is situ-
ated between 27" 40' to 28" 30' north latitude and
97°.15'to0 98". 15' east longitude at north-most of
Myanmar. Naung Mung Township. Putao District,
Kachin State. Seinghku Wang, Nam Tamai, and
Taron rivers form the southern boundary to the area
while more than 15,000 feet height icy mountains
form a natural border with India and China in the
west and with China in the north and the east. The
Park is located in Naung Mung Township, Putao
District, Kachine State. Mt. Hkakabo-Razi (19315')
is the highest peak in Myanmar and South East Asia.
The Park including the Nam Tamai sub-catchment
was first notified as a "portected area' by the Minis-
try of Forestry on 30 January, 1996.

According to Sein Thet and Pritchett(1981),
the Hkakabo Razi region is composed of Northern
Hills Forest Soils, supporting tropical rain forests.
Soils of the rainforests vary in many of their proper-
ties, but they share certain important common char-
acteristics . They are generally bright red or yellow
in colour, loamy or clayey in texture(but they may
be sandy in the surface horizon). They are usually
deficient in bases and plant nutrients in general, very
acidic, low in humus, and the clay fractionis rich in
aluminium and poor in silica.

The climate of the extreme north of Myanmar
is influenced by both latitude and altitude. There-

-
N

fore, In general, Hkakabo Razi National Park has
cool temperate climate. Some of the higher moun-
tains have permanent snow cover.

The Hkakabo Razi National Park, has many
perennial rivers and streams fed by abundant rainfall
and melting snows in the summers. There are gla-
ciers on the slopes of the high icy mountains. The
largest river system within the park area is Nam
Tamai River, which later joins up the Taron River,
forming Maikha River, and continues to flow south-
ward. The Nam Tamai river system is formed by the
confluencing of two mountainous streams of
Seinghku Wang and Adung Wang. Tributaries of
mountain streams, such as Malawng Wang, Tali
Wang, Dandi Wang, Gamlang Wang, Taein Wang,
Tazon Wang, Thala Wang and Tashu Wang flow into
Adung Wang; from north, north-east and north-west
respectively; while Tani Wang flows into Seinghiku
Wang from the south-west. The National Park area
is mainly drained by Adung Wang of Nam Tamai
River, from the extreme north, Seinghku Wang from
the far west, and Dablu Wang and Tala Wang in the
east. The general drainage pattern follows north to
south direction. Most of the villages within the park,
are located either in the river valleys or at the
confluence of streams.

Temperate semi-deciduous brad-leaved
rainforests occur between altitudes of 6000 ft and
9000 ft above sea level (a.s.l), evergreen coniferous
forests are dominant between altitude of 9000 ft to
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11,000 ft. a.s.l and alpine vegetation and scrub for-
ests OCCRMOQQWMEI'&@ M@SM]S,
bamboos, ground orchids, climbers, epiphytes, mag-
nolias, maples, cherries and birch are common in
subtropical evergreen broad-leaved forests and the
undergrowth is thick especially in the rainy season.

Mixed deciduous forest occurs commonly
between Panandin and Tahundam village. One of
the dominant species is Mye-aw-zar, (4/nus
nepalensis), used as fuel-woodand  fertilizer.
Coniferous forests occur north of Gawai village and
pine forests (dominant species: Blue Pine or pinus
wallichiana) begin beyond the Naradon Forest
Camp. In high-altitude scrub forest, the species
known as Ma-Chit-U, (Fritillaria roylei) is economi-
cally important as a source of traditional medicine.

Rare Sino-Himalayan wildlife species such
as Takin(Budorcas taxicolor), Musk Deer (Moschus
moschiferus) and Red, Panda (Ailurus fulgens) oc-
cur within the Hkakabo-Razi National Park.

The Ministry of Forestry on 19 November
1998, sanctioned the appointment of 63 NWCD
staff be stationed at Putao for the development of
Hkakabo-Razi National Park. WCS Myanmar Pro-
gram has been contributing funds for development
of Hkakabo-Razi National Park since 1999 sup-
porting the construction of the Environmental Edu-
cation Center at Putao, gurad posts, transportation
facilities like bicycles and additional salaries for the
staff of NWCD. Close supervision for park devel-
opment has been provided by WCS and NWCD
headquarters' staff. One guard post funded by WCS
was completed at Panandin, located at the southern
entrance of the park during January 2001. Follow-
ing 2 years of construction, the Environmental Edu-

cation Center(EEC) at Putao, jointly set up by WCS

Jo 6 ... com

and NWCD, was opened for public use on 18 No-
vember 2002.

Ther were no forest roads, extraction roads
and bridges constructed by the Forest Department.
Hence the only means of tranportation within the park
is on foot. Porter fees are relatively high due to re-
moteness and ruggedness of the terrain.

From Putao to Naung Mung on the way to
Hkakabo-Razi National Park; there is a 9 mile
stretch of all weather road from Putao to
Khaungmulone, where the Malikha River has to be
crossed. Following this, a forest foot path exists to
Panandin through Naung Mung a distance of 75
miles. Another route from Putao to Naung Mung is
the 14 miles of good all weather foad from Putao to
Machanbaw , and then to Naung Mung through
Alanga, Htanga, Babaw and Ratbaw. The distance
of about 60 miles is a rugged road on which vehicles
can only be used with difficulty up to Naung Mung.

All climax types of Montane Temperate
Forests and Alpine Forests are found within the
Hkakabo-Razi National Park Area as per Cham-
pion and Seth's classification. The Assam-Burma wet
Temperate Forest type is found on the higher hill
ranges 5000 feet above sea level upwards. The for-
estis a closed one with a fair proportion of decidu-
ous species. Various species of epiphytes are abun-
dant. Where the canopy is not too dense, there is an
evergreen undergrowth. The main species occuring
are Quercus, Castanopsis, Schima, Alnus nepalsis
(mat1 bou) and Bucklandia. At higher elevations
Michelia, Mangnolia, Acer, Prunus and Betula spp.
are characteristic. Rhododendron species are com-
mon, occuring both as epiphytic forms or as large

trees.
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From page (29)

North Burma Mixed Moist Temperate For-
ests occur in the transition zone between the broad-
leaved forest and the high level fir forests. They con-
tain a mixture of deciduous and evergreen broad-
leaved trees as well as several conifres such as hem-
lock. The lower limit of this forest type is about 7000
feet and the upper about 9000 feet. North Burma
Fir Forests occur between 9,000 to 12,000 feet.
The forests are dominated by silver fir(Abies fargesii).
Species such as Acer, Betula and Magnolia were
also occured at the lower elevations but were found
to be absent in silver fir dominated forests. Birch-
Rhododndron Forests are found at upper elevations
between 11,000 and 12,000 feet. The forest is low
in height, evergren and consists mainly of Rhodo-
dendron species. In addition, a few birch and other
small deciduous trees occur; trunks are short and
branched, rarely over 2 feet in girth.

As Hkakabo-Razi National Park is situated
in a very remote area, commodities are scarce and
prices are excessively high. Implementing basic con-
servation activities is difficult due to the low labour
wages allowed by the State. Other institutional con-
straints include the lack of adequate financial re-

sources and the technical capacity to implement a

khkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkki
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