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An Old Forester Looks Back. (50) — Introduction of Vetiver Grass
PDF Compressor Free VersignMyanmar

U Sein Thet, B.Sc (For), M.Sc (ANU), MIFA.
Director (Retired), Ex-Chairman, FREDA.

Vetiver is an Asian plant, probably native to
a lowland, Swampy area. For several centuries
Vetiver has been commercially cultivated for the
scented oil that can be distilled from its roots. Thailand
in a very short time, is moving very fast in its use of
Vetiver Grass for soil and moisture conservation. In
the past few years Thailand has made significant
progress in the use of Vetiver Grass Technology
(VGT). On the request of HDI - E Watershed
Project (MYA/96/007) through FAOR Office,
Bangkok, three members Vetiver Grass Introduction
Mission, Dr, Narong Chomchalow (Pacific Rim
Vetiver Network, Office of the Royal Development
Project Board), Dr. Weerachai Nanakorn (Queen
Sirikit Botanical Garden) and Dr. Uthai Charanasri
(Doi Tung Development Project) visited Myanmar
form 12 June 1999 to 19 June 1999, for introduction
of Vetiver Grass Technology.

Vetiver Grass Plantlets are delivered to
Watershed Project (MYA/96/007) from Doi Tung
Development Project Co-ordination Centre, Mae
Fah Lung Foundation, Chiang Rai, Thailand. On 7
June 1999, at about 13;00 p.m., Mr. Chot Thungpure
delivered to National Consultant (U Sein Thet), 100
bags of 170,000 larger size plantlets (FOB Maesai
—255,976.00 Bahts) to be ship by car and 10 bags
of 20,000 smaller size plantlets (FOB Maesai —
30,050.00 Bahts) to be shipped by air. At Custom
House Compound, Maesai, the plantlets are
transferred form Doi Tung Project Truck to rented
truck. For crossing the border, Mr. Chot helped at
Thai side and U Win Naing, Township Forest Officer,
Tachileik gave help for formalities at Myanma Side.
Rented truck with 100 bags of larger size plantlets
left Tachileik, the same day and arrived Taunglaylone
(Taunggyi) on 12 June 1999 (5 days journey). 20
bags of smaller size plantlets shipped by air arrived
Taunglaylone on 8 June 1999. Leven varieties of
Vetiver grass (20 plantlets each) and smallest size

10,000 plantlets, carried by Mission arrived
Taunglaylone on 13 June 1999.

One day Vetiver Grass Technology Training
and Demonstration was organized at Taunglaylone
Nursery on 14.06.99, followed by slide show at
Taunggyi Project Office. Twenty-Five Senior Project
Officials including CTA attended the training and
UNDP - ARR shown up as observer. Training outline
included the following topics.

1. Introduction
1.1 Historical Background
1.2 TheRole of the World Bank

1.3 TheRole of His Majesty the King
of Thailand

1.4  The Role ofthe Royal Development
Projects Board (of Thailand)

2. Basic Knowledge on Vetiver
2.1 Orginand Distribution
2.2 Botanyof Vetiver
2.3 Species, Varieties and Ecotypes of
Vetiver
3. Multiplication of Vetiver
3.1  Conventional Methods
3.2 Tissue Culture Technique
3.3  Bare Root Technique
3.4  Dibbling Tube Technique
3.5  Strip Technique
4. Large-scale Production of Plantation
Materials
4.1  Onthe Upland Areas
4.2 Onthe Paddy Fields
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5. .lS;pecia! Features of Vetiver .
DF Compressor Free Version
5.1 Unique Root System

5.2 Drought Tolerance

53 Tolerance to Toxic Substances
5.4  LivingNail

5.5 Living Wall or Barrier

5.6  LivingDam

6. Utilization of Vetiver
6.1 Soil Erosion Control
6.2 Soil Moisture Conservation

6.3  Maintenance and Improvement of
Water Quality

6.4  Slope Stabilization
6.5 Gully Stabilization
6.6 Prevention of Sedimentation

6.7 Reclamation of Deteriorated /
Contaminated Soils

6.8  Breaking through Hardpan Soils
6.9  Improvement of Soil Fertility
6.10  Food Erosion Control

Vetiver Grass Introduction Mission also
advise and oversee the introduction of 200,000
Vetiver grass plantlets in the fie project townships
with the following itinerary.

13 June 1999 Yangon—Heho By Yangon Airways
(HK 001)
(07:00—8:00)

Heho/Taunggyi By Car

* Demonstration and Training

at Lwenyeint, Nyaung Shwe

Township.

Nightstop at Taunggyi.

14 June 1999 Taunggyi —Taunglaylone — Taunggyi
By Car

* Demonstration and Training at

Taunglaylone Nursery

Nightstop at Taunggyi.

15 June 1999 Taunggyi — Thegone — Pindaya
By Car

* Demonstration at Thegone,

Kalaw Township.

Nightstop at Pindaya.

16 June 1999 Pindaya— Kalaw By Car
* Demonstration at Htetun and Pawnu,
Pindaya Township.

Nigthtstop at Kalaw.

17 June 1999 Kalaw —Ywangan — Kalaw (Group
1) By Car

* Demonstration at Y wangan

Kalaw — Pinlaung — Kalaw (Group 2)

* Demonstration at Pinlaung,

Nightstop at Kalaw.

Two types of Trial Planting are carried out
according to the instruction of the Mission at
Taunglaylone Nursery. One of trial planting is
following (11) varieties of Vetiver, 20 plantlets each
to test the performance.

1. VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES INDIA FROM
H.M THE KING

2. VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODOES PROVINANCE
KOH PA—NGAN SURATTHANIPROVINCE

3. VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES

4 VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES PROVINANCE
HUAYKHAKAUNG UTHAITHANI
PROVINCE

5.VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES SRILANKA

6.VETIVERIA NEMORALIS PROVINANCE
PIMAINAKORNRAJASIMA PROVINCE

7.VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES PROVINANCE
PA—-YAO PROVINCE

8.VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES KHAO -KHO
SELECTION

9.VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES SURATTHANI
SELECTION

10.VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES PROVINANCE
RATBURIPROVINCE

11.VETIVERIA ZIZANIDIODES PROVINANCE
Total 0f Ks.307,680/- are spent of Vetiver

Grass Project as follows: - |
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Kyats

ite Pre alatlon . 9200

? DF érans 0 t10n 0 t?VXr Sz}sosn 198000
Training and Demonstration 49670

4. Introduction of Vetiver Grass in Project Nursery 7060
5. Daily Subsidence Allowances 43750
TOTAL 307680

All distributed Vetiver Plantlets planting were done in project nurseries and field sites within the five
project townships. The following follow up, and recording had been done regularly.

v" Observe growth of each treatment of spacing trial plots at the end of every month.
v" Observe growth and performance of variety trial plots at the end of every month.

v Observe the growth and performance of planting out plantlets planted on contour bunds within the
five project townships.

v" Data collection on number of tillers per plots of each treatment of spacing trial plats after 6 months of
planting.

v" Collect the plantlets and tillers when ever available from propagation beds and transplant the plantlets
in the gullies within the project area before the rainy season ends.

v Multiplication of plantlets after 6 months of planting (i.e. November) in Nursery for following planting
season.

v Regular check and encourage farmers to do multiplication of Vetivers planted on Contour bunds
withing the five project townships.
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